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SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY 

EDUCATION 384-3 AND 385-3 

SPECIAL TOPIC: ACTION RESEARCH
(E8.00) 

Fall Semester, 1991 	 Instructor: D. Van Sant/B. Holmes 
(September 3 - November 29) 
Location: Surrey 

PREREQUISITES: None. 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 

This summer seminar is designed to provide school-based teachers and 
administrators with an introduction to the concepts, strategies and potential outcomes 
of field-based action research. It is also designed to increase their awareness of the 
role they can play in generating significant knowledge. 

OBJECTIVES 

- To view classroom or school-based questioning and answering within the context 
of research and evaluation. 

- To operationalize questions drawn from practical experience within a research 
format. 

- To develop a basic awareness of research procedures and analyses. 
- To become acquainted with resources and support systems available for school-

based research activities. 
- To understand the components of, and strategies for, writing a research project 

report. 
- To begin to structure a network of research-oriented school-based practitioners who 

can provide mutual support and assistance in "going beyond the question". 
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STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS 

Students will be expected to attend and participate in seminars. Each student must 
propose, conduct and prepare a written report of a research activity relevant to their 
work/interest. 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND GRADING PROCEDURE 

Evaluation will be based on the following: 
• attendance, involvement and participation in the seminar/conference 
• completion of self-directed learning project and journal 
• completion of assignments and readings given by the instructor 
• other criteria as specified by the instructor


